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ARLY IN 1931, Stinson's ace test |'|||||| salesman, Jack
Kellev, found himself weathered in at Springfield, Massachu-
wetts, Kelley took refuge in a modest factory, Granville Broth.
are Adreraft, home of the famous Gee Bee sportsters. His hosts,
Bob Hall and Bob Aver, had been responsible for translating
he ideas of Zantford Cranville into Ir:‘.mli{'-;:] r]rw.'f:;n-'.l The
[0t e COTIp R s davs were numbered, but its Ereatest momend s
wens Vel O o Hf‘r!r‘}- Wwias h!it]l!". I-I:|'||:|:-e't:~\.1'd Ib:l,' l]|q' {oaeie
]':I-n_"u;'.x F'IE'I"[III'II‘!.IIII.'E'. '-“nll_' r:|l'4'-:] A :]l_"-ii;_l::u'-r yu‘l‘:rp i ;111[ SO
'!,j'H'l.'l.‘! TTLEE] l:||.|_' _]ulll'-ar_" b lurl.l AVEeT, “H o .||i|:-||1 |'.‘1|1||:'r:|_1_'l_ (3]
waork for us?

The depression had closed seores of aircraft companies and
opportunities were scarce. Ayer, a Harvard graduate with a
Naval Reserve commission, was supporting himself ag a part-
time pilot for Brinton & Bavles Flving Service, The Granville
job provided valuable experience but no salary. Aver decided
to take pot luck at the Stinson company and arrived in Detroit

Eiff”f.' Stingon, the “"Dean r.l_f American Afrmen”™ with nq"ﬂ'r’f!,r
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i March 1931, He was hired immediately on Kellev's recom-
mendation. The jal paid 5200 a month. .

The Model R program, essentially a revamping of the
hunior, was initiated in the spring of 1931, The management
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tractable. Aver tackled the problem with C. R, (Jaeck) Irvine,
the new project engineer. After much preliminary study they
decided to employ an adaptation of the semi-cantilever :-r-:llr
which had been so successful on the Cee Bee Sportsters, It
was cleaner than the Junior's split-axle gear and lent ftself to
the retractability requirement,

Aver, influenced by his Gee Bee background, advoecated a
redluction in Mselige length, bath fog aerodynamic gainsg and
the savings in wielght, Thus the Mode]l S Fuselaee was short-
ened nearly three fect in its transformation into the Model R.
Although the basic Junior airfframe remained unchanged, the
airplane received a general face-lifting by Stinson's talented

25 1932. Plane was awarded Dept. of Commerece approval
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Designer/test pilot Robert L. Hall in Gee Bes "2 cockpit

after winning speed ccent ol Cleveland National Air Roces

stvlist, Llowvd Skinner, The prototvpe SModel R, test fown by
Stinson and Kellev in the fall of 1931, passed its final Depart
ment of Commeree tests late in lanuary 1932,

Stinson had a |'-|I:'|'||1' af beers with Bill Mara ﬁ'.uu!.‘l.f.' V-
ning, January 24th, He knew, as did Mara, that it was going
to be a very rough vear. Just how rough thev could not ima-
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Gee Bee influenced Stinson designs. Hall engincered Models

Q. L and SR-T. then went on to greater things af Grumman
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demonstration tour o Californin, He bad misevings, however
and confided later to his wife that he didn’t feel quite rieht
about the trip. Only a few weeks earlier Eddie had made a
foreed landing with his fdend Monsignor Dunigan, Their de-

liverance, in the clerpvman's view, had been miraculous. Stin-
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son contemplated the odds and wondered how long his luck
could last. “If 1 ean see whats ahead,” he told Estelle, “I'll
make it. If [ ean’t, well . . . who knows?*

Late the next moming Eddie headed for Chicago by way
of South Bend. His thoughts were on making sales, nothing
more, He was determined to make the most of every oppor-
pumity, It wasx mmicl-aftermcon when he linded af i::|||-|'_':|1."|::| Xu-
1;(:-5;1,” ,-'||:i:|]'|-|u|. S irnson speenit the rest of ﬂu- r.];n' I.{i'-"il"l-l.:
demonstrations with his local sales representative, f'.l:|-r|v.' Field,
Shortly before dusk he parked the *R™ on the flight line to talk
lo a prospect, the head of a large steel company. A gas truck
pulled up and stopped, but Eddie waved the driver on. The
tanks could wait until later,

The prospect wanted a ride, Tired after a full day’s 8ying
but cager to make a sale, Eddie took off and headed out over
Lake Michigan, They had been flving only a few minutes
when the Lvcoming suddenly sputtered and quit. A glance at
the fuel gauge told the story. Eddie cussed himsell out and
swune back toward the twinkling lights of Chicago’s south
shore. “We'll go down on the beach,” he told his passengers.
“Might get our feet wet, but we won't wreek the plane.”

The prospect, who had moved to the rear with the two
other passengers, serambled to the window directly behind
Eddie and peered into the darkness, "Wait a minute,” he ex-
claimed. “1 koow this area. You ean land on the ]'.'lE']-:.hl::l:H Park
eolf course!™

“Okav.” said Eddie, *but zit down and fasten vour seat
belt.” It was against his better judgment, but he banked ac-
cording to the passenger’s directions and pointed the nose
toward the blackness of the golf course. The only sound was
the whistling of the airstream as the altimeter unwound | | .
300, 250 200 feet, A moment later the rght wing disinte-
grated with an explosive report. The plane lurched erazily and
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impact, black and unvielding, loomed the huge, 150-foot
_[.l-:_l'b.lln Park ||.|.'.: ]Hl]q',

The plane lay on gts side, Tts |l|:|t]iﬂ'|'|i'lj.!!""l'l wing |:’!Ir’!|il'|1!‘{.[ like
an accusing finger at the skyv. Eddie had been thrown against
the control column when the unsecured passenger hurtled
forward. He'd broken some ribs, but crawled out through the
shattered windshield and got to his feet, The uselage was
intact and no one seemed to be I-rlj'-!lTl'I! l’.'Fi.!I*’.'il“fl-'- Fddie was
driven to the INinois Central ”l'l\[:l:ﬁ-.l[. He gol ont, walked LEL
the front steps and {1|-|!.=|'|::-.:'1| in the admitting room. The
"Dean of Ameriean Airmen” had walked away from his last
erash. Eddie never recovered consciousness and died early the
FrExt marming,

It can truthfully be said that Americans everywhere
moiirmed Eddie’s |1~.|.u-in5; He was the idol of air-minded youth
.I.rII_.E 1] ﬁmln- ”F -.*.u:.r[::].u;u:l.- FETIOWT. Two llmm:md MOUITETS
"\-rr!'-.lrr'l.l'li H|r1:1||._ﬂ'|, 11|1- 'f..lh:'l::i]*_.' residence on K'i"lﬂ':'h“r!"' Road to
pay final tribute to the fallen airman, Msgr. Dunigan cele-
brated a requiem mass and the funeral dirge was the droning
overhead of a single plane flown by Jimmy Doolittle. The sky
was gray and misty and it began to rain as the seemingly
endless procession filed into Dearbom’s Holy Sepulchre Ceme-
tery. Msgr. Dunigan spoke briefly and Eddie Stinson, sur-
rounded by the great airmen of his era, was laid to rest
forever,

Nineteen thirtv-two was the worst year in the history of
the Stinson ;'ﬁm-:'l--m'!-'- With Eddie gone and the I'uh!f{"_in
doubt, morale dropped to an all-time low. Early in the spring
EVETVONe Wis asked o take a '-"II11”ILWF ay cut. A second
similar appeal was made in August. There was barely enough
business to keep the factory open and drastic measures were

necessary to avoid a winter shut-down. Each salaried em-
ployee was asked to draw minimum subsistence pay. Fewer
than fifl,'g.' planes were busilt during the entire vear, but the
company managed to keep its labor force intact.

R-3 featured retractable landing gear, 240-hp Lycoming.
Engineerftest pilot R. W. Ayer nearly forgot to lower proto-
type 449M’s gear for first landing. NC12187, below, had spe-
cial cowl with rocker-box blisters. Only fice R-3's were buill.

Model R, NCI10861, was official pathfinder for Cord C.“_E’
Handicap Derby—Cleveland National Air Baces, Aug. 1932,
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